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Knight Life Magazine is published two times yearly 
for alumni, families, and friends of St. 
Francis de Sales. Direct all comments or inquiries to 
jschlachter@sfsknights.org.

We would love to hear from alumni with any news 
you would like to share in our Class Notes. Please 
send information to alumni@sfsknights.org.

Follow St. Francis de Sales on Facebook & Twitter
Website: www.sfsknights.org

Our front-page photo was taken by 
Joe Buerk SFS ‘21

Errors and Omissions
While we take great measures to ensure the accuracy of the 
donor information listed in the Annual Report, errors do occur.  
Please accept our sincere apologies.
●  The correct balance in the Peer Family Scholarship is 
$139,052.79.  It was erroneously reported in the 2019/2020 
Annual Report as $39,052.79
●  Tim and Peggy Bublick are members of the Knight Legacy 
Guild.  Their names were not included in the 2019/2020 Annual 
Report as being members of this group who have committed 
themselves to planned or deferred gifts for the benefit of the 
school.
●  The Steve C. Ferguson `84 Scholarship was not included in 
the 2019/2020 Annual Report.  The balance as of 6/30/2020 was 
$21,291.68.
●  Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Winkler were listed in the Brotherhood Club 
and should be listed in the Benefactors Club.

Donald R. Carroll ` 68, Chair
Thomas J. Manahan `77, Vice-Chair
Jennifer J. Antonini
Jeff Cole ‘84
John D. DiSalle `82
Dr. Karl S. Fernandes `83
John T. Hall `02
Donald L. Harbaugh `67
Aaron F. Hood `90
Maureen M. Kenney
Very Reverend Jack Loughran, OSFS
Patrick J. McGrady `60
Gary E. Miesle
Reverend Joseph A. Newman, OSFS `03
Reverend Geoffrey N. Rose, OSFS
Jeffry M. Schaaf `94
Tonia Schoen
David R. Snell
Christopher P. Spegele
Sydney Spraw, Ph.D.
Dr. Michael S. Stubblefield `94

Rev. Ronald W. Olszewski, OSFS `62, Chair
Rev. Joseph A. Newman, OSFS `03, Vice-Chair
Paul J. Bishop 
J. Ryan Carroll `93
Richard R. Davis `62
Paul T Frye `12
Michael J. Gallagher, Jr. `80
Aaron F. Hood `90
Lori Johnston
John P. Kraus `79
Jeffrey J. Kuhr `70
John R. Pierce `82
Rev. Geoffrey N. Rose, OSFS
Thomas L. Schlachter `62
David R. Snell
Cory Thompson `96
David Walrod `64

Mission Statement
We are a Catholic, college preparatory school community for young men. We promote the academic, spiritual, 
social, and physical development of our students. We do this in the spirit of St. Francis de Sales, who challeng-

es us to “Be who you are and be that well.”
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Dear Friends of St. Francis de Sales,

In this issue of Knight Life, we intentionally reflect on the line in 
our Alma Mater “Knights of de Sales, arise and battle bravely”. 
We have a renewed appreciation for what it means to arise 
through difficult days and uncertainty. To many, our Alma Mater 
brings thoughts and memories of our sports teams. Over the 
decades our Knights have fiercely battled opponents on the field, 
ice, track, courts, and pool. Our athletes have trained and prac-
ticed to prepare for competition. As individuals and as teams, 
many Knights have overcome obstacles and defeated the odds 
to bring home victory. As true Knights, they have arisen and 
battled bravely.

This year, however, the words of our Alma Mater mean some-
thing different. Our foe is not an opponent in a game, it is a virus. 
After our school community experienced loss, uncertainty, and 
concern when this pandemic began, the need to “arise and 
battle bravely” took on a whole new meaning. Last spring, like 
everyone, we were caught off guard and had to quickly devise 
ways to deliver learning, honor our seniors, and prepare for the 
next school year. But over the summer, our team of administra-
tors, faculty, staff, and Oblates made deliberate decisions to 
provide in-person learning, bring our athletes back, and support 
our student body in this strange new Covid world. 

To say that our administrative team worked tirelessly over the 
summer is an understatement. Our team, led by principal John 
Hall ‘02, planned, created, discussed, and adapted to new ways 
of teaching and supporting students during the pandemic. By 
the end of the summer, our Back to Bancroft Plan was written 
and included guidance for students, parents, faculty, and staff. 
This guidance encompassed items such as in-person learn-
ing, choosing a virtual option, potential for virtual for all learning, 

Fr. Geoff Rose, O.S.F.S.
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quarantine and isolation procedures, new uniform policies, and safety proto-
col. We eliminated homeroom in order to extend the time between classes for 
safe transitions. We staggered the start of school to allow students and faculty 
time to get used to the new schedule and routine. Our cafeteria was expanded 
into the auxiliary gym so we could safely distance students while they ate.

Our faculty quickly adapted to Google Classroom and how to teach in-person 
and virtual students at the same time. They learned how to keep virtual stu-
dents included while they quarantined at home. Some faculty had to quaran-
tine themselves but found a way to teach while at home with the help of an 
in-person adult in the classroom. Our faculty had to create all-new ways to 
assess students and administer exams.

Our Knight family has truly arisen and battled bravely this year. Just keeping 
our students safely in school has been one of the biggest challenges we have 
ever had to overcome. We are a school, it may seem preposterous to say that 
we are grateful to have students in the building. However, the silver lining to 
this pandemic has been how we have learned to be grateful for the simple 
things in life. We have all experienced some of the most trying times of our 
lives, but St. Francis de Sales School remains strong, faithful, and loyal. Victory 
is ours, St. Francis de Sales.

Thank you, to John Hall, our administrative team, faculty, staff, and the entire 
St. Francis community for making in-person learning a reality this year. On the 
front cover, you see John walking up the senior stairs. This picture symbolizes 
tradition, hope, future, leadership, and our ability to “arise and battle bravely”.

Sincerely in St. Francis de Sales,

Rev. Geoffrey N. Rose, OSFS
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All hail to thee, 
our Alma Mater,
We pledge to thee 

our faithful loyalty.
In battle fierce, 

when foes hostile 
surround thee,
We will be there 

to guard thy honor.
Knights of de Sales, 

arise and battle bravely.
Victory is ours, 

St. Francis de Sales.

St. Francis de Sales 
Arise Alma Mater
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By: Karen L. Zickes

In a year like no other, everything we have known has been turned upside down, 
with no prior experience on how to proceed in these unprecedented times.   
Staying true to its Alma Mater, St. Francis de Sales faculty, staff, and students 
did the only thing they knew how to do, “Arise and battle bravely…”

 
It was one thing for faculty and staff to figure out how to safely bring back hundreds of 
students in the middle of a pandemic. It was yet another to provide as 
normal a school year as possible for all students. When you have to remain 6 feet 
apart and wear masks, and large gatherings are out of the question, a bit of creativity 
and a lot of hours planning is needed to make everything we always took for granted 
still possible for the students and families SFS is committed to every single day. A lot 
of creativity and innovation resulted in many positive outcomes. They haven’t dwelled 
on what they can’t do, but rather are constantly asking what they CAN do and HOW 
can they do it.

The next few pages show some specific ways our school has risen to support our 
students and the community.

Arise 
Battle Bravely

&
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This has been an unprecedented and trying time. When functioning through a 
pandemic so much is out of our control, so St. Francis implemented the KARE 
team. The KARE (Knight Absentee Resource Effort) team was formed to help 
guide students through social, spiritual, and academic difficulties that they may 
encounter while not in the school building. It is vital that each and every SFS 
student knows he is valued at St. Francis, as well as assisted when times become 
overwhelming. The team consists of faculty and staff, including counselors, Ob-
lates, campus ministry, campus life, Salesian leadership, and academic support 
from the Student Achievement Center. Members of this team reach out to stu-
dents who are quarantined at home or who chose to go virtual for learning.

KARE Team: 

The annual 8th-grade visitations were canceled. 
However, SFS not only was able to host one open 
house, they hosted FIVE. Instead of one afternoon 
with large crowds of people and sometimes inevitable 
long waits, the five open houses had scheduled 
families to arrive 15 minutes apart and tours were able 
to be centered more around the prospective student’s 
interests. The feedback was very positive with this new 
approach.  “It was more of a personal tour with faculty or administration and 
students”, said Patrick Szenderski, Assistant Director of Admissions.

Open House: 



Teen PEP (Peers Educating Peers) members recognized the need to encourage 
their classmates this year and support their changing mental health needs. “We 
have all been impacted by the need to quarantine or isolate due to exposure to 
Covid-19. For many, the lack of interaction with peers and teachers has been 
really difficult. Our team wanted to encourage students to reach out when they 
needed someone to talk to and know they are not alone” said senior Teen PEP 
member Connor Szymkowiak. The team passed out candy canes before Christ-
mas with a clever message to remind classmates of some simple but important 
ways to stay mentally healthy. The message said “Candy CANE to stay sane. C: 
Communicate with your family and friends. A: Attitude. Choose joy and gratitude. 
N: New traditions. Create new traditions that will last beyond the pandemic. E: 
Exercise. Moving your body can lift your spirits. 

Teen PEP:
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It seemed the excitement hadn’t even simmered down after welcome packets 
were mailed to the next freshman class late last winter and the state was sud-
denly shut down. For a school like St. Francis that thrives on personal connec-
tions with incoming and current families, this was a challenging new reality. 
However, one on one phone calls or one on one Zoom calls were available 
with the Director of Enrollment Management Brenda Skinner to assist with 
scheduling, which has typically been done in person. “Everything that we do 
is very personal,” said Skinner.
 
Welcome signs were delivered to new students along with goodie bags since 
the freshman mixers with the incoming freshmen from Notre Dame and St. 
Ursula were not going to be possible. “We did virtual new parent orientation 
where I sent the information ahead of time”, said Skinner. She said it was great 
for what they needed to achieve with the new families but said it was so hard 
not to be personally welcoming the families into the school. 

New Knights:
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Incoming freshmen still had the opportunity to attend Camp de Sales. However, 
sessions were much more limited. Learning from their innovations last summer, 
SFS is hoping to be able to safely expand camp for summer 2021. “We split the 
groups 15 and 15. Those two groups never interacted or shared any spaces”, 
said Brenda Skinner. The wearing of masks indoors was mandatory and Mass 
was still able to be held in the pole barn with doors open.
 
Though they didn’t have the chance to meet as many fellow Knights as in past 
camps, it was still a great experience that offered many of the usual activities.
 
“I loved the fact that they could go. It was needed and necessary,” said Skinner. 
It was a rather bold decision to offer Camp de Sales last summer, but with some 
reimagination, they were able to make it happen, and make it happen safely for 
those who wanted to attend.

Freshman Camp:  
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Knight For A Day: 
With 8th-grade visitations canceled and 8th graders taking the placement tests 
at their Catholic grade school, many kids were missing the opportunity to step 
inside the four walls and see what SFS was all about. Knight For A Day (KFD), 
when a prospective student shadows current students for a day, is a very impor-
tant tool for helping kids decide where they feel most comfortable before making 
that monumental decision of where to attend high school.
 
The administration knew they needed to make a plan to ensure this could still be 
offered this year. To err on the side of caution, the school year began with Knight 
For a Day lasting a half-day; morning or afternoon. After settling into the new 
daily safety protocols, the administration revisited KFD and found a way to offer 
prospective students a more fulfilling experience. Currently, prospective stu-
dents are now invited to be a Knight For A Day from 9:00 am- 2:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday.
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Our campus ministry office was quick to take advantage of the warm weather 
months. All school Mass was held outdoors and served as a way to experience 
fellowship in faith.

Outdoor Mass:
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How do you make things happen with student council when EVERYONE is locked 
out of the school for months, and when you return, the safety guidelines are so 
strict you can’t do much more than attend class and go home? You think outside 
of the box. You brainstorm for new ideas. You take the old way and give it a twist.
 
So many things were canceled last year and then had to be drastically different 
this year. The junior/senior prom was completely planned and had to be can-
celed. “Senior Strong” t-shirts were then made and delivered to every senior. It 
wasn’t prom, but it was something. Elections were still held for this year’s officers, 
and videos were submitted instead of delivering live speeches to fellow Knights. 
Pep assemblies were not deemed safe, so locker posters became popular.
 

Student Council:
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“What can we do to show school spirit? What can we do to make school fun?” This 
is what Brenda Skinner, student council moderator, said are the two questions 
they always have in mind. Food trucks were on campus for Halloween and cos-
tumes were worn to school. The details for prom 2021 have yet to be ironed out, 
but they continue to think outside of the box. “We understand these rights of pas-
sages are very important for students”, said Skinner. “It’s been difficult.” But yet, 
they continue to concentrate on what they CAN do, and continue coming up with 
smaller, and hopefully meaningful activities for the students.
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Every one of the faculty members at St. Francis has worked relentlessly to pro-
vide continuous, engaging, and supportive education for our Knights this year. 
They have learned new technology, found creative ways to connect with virtual 
and in-person students simultaneously, and have worked harder than ever be-
fore. They do this because they are committed to the students and the mission 
of St. Francis de Sales School.

One example of faculty stepping up and showing leadership and strength 
is Scott Secrest. Scott is the science department chair and is well respect-
ed among students, parents, faculty and the community. Without a second 
thought, Scott took the lead in the science department to make sure all the sci-
ence teachers were prepared for online teaching and learning. Through group 
discussions and online training, Scott made sure his co-workers were ready for 
virtual and in-person teaching this fall.

What made this task extraordinary was the fact that all the planning had al-
ready been done for a complete science wing remodel for the summer of 2020. 
Because of the opportunity these physical changes to the building would  
provide, Scott prepared his team for an educational shift to balance lecture-
style learning with project-based learning. CASE (The Center for Advanced 
Scientific Exploration) was to be completed by the fall of 2020, so Scott was 
preparing the science teachers for this transition. As the pandemic continued, 

science departmentthrough change
Leading the
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through change
we realized that these changes to the science wing could not be made within 
the original time frame. Scott and his department had to pivot from CASE prep-
aration to Covid teaching preparation. Science teacher Tim Gerken said “Scott 
Secrest has been a true leader in so many different ways during these uncer-
tain and challenging times at St. Francis. He has guided our science depart-
ment through a variety of different obstacles within our department, as well as 
being there to give direction and oversight to many other faculty members. He 
is an extremely intelligent and committed individual who continues to be a pillar 
in our St. Francis community.”
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This year during the pandemic, a strong relationship was formed between 
school nurse, Debbie Spegele, RN, BSN, and Director of Facilities Operations/
Chief Information Officer, Andy Klinger. The relationship has been an integral 
part of the Covid response team. Debbie has utilized her medical training while 
Andy has used his previous experience in emergency preparedness and re-
sponse training to work through the process of CDC and health department 
Covid safety guidelines.

In past years, when a student was experiencing minor symptoms like a runny 
nose or headache, they were able to stay in school and “ride it out”. However 
this year, we had to look at every symptom, no matter how small or big, as a 
potential Covid symptom. 

Debbie was able to adapt to the many changes caused by Covid in order to 
support students and their families. A special Covid nurse’s office was created 
so students who were symptomatic could isolate themselves while waiting for a 
parent to pick them up. Debbie assessed student symptoms and operated out 
of her traditional nurse’s office, where in addition to Covid duties, she continued 
to serve the school community with issues such as medicine administration, 
concussion protocol, and other non-Covid needs.

Communication was important between Debbie and Andy when the need arose 
for student quarantine and isolation. Debbie used her expertise to help assess 
symptoms and support Andy in his role. Andy has been the primary contact 
person to the Lucas County Health Department as we work to stay up-to-date 
with Covid safety protocol. Andy’s job in operations took on a whole new life 

Covid response team:
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with social distancing requirements in the classroom, cafeteria, and hallways. Sched-
ules were adjusted to accommodate the need for staggered transition times between 
classes. Andy’s knowledge about airflow, room capacities, and logistics has been 
invaluable in the process of getting students back into the building. Safety is always 
Andy’s priority and his training and expertise allowed St. Francis to remain open for 
in-person learning.  
Although Andy and Debbie are highlighted in this article, they were part of a larger 
Covid response team including John Hall, Principal, Fr. Geoff Rose, OSFS, Presi-
dent, Fr. Joe Newman, OSFS, Vice President, Deb Rathbun, Academic Dean, Janice 
Schlachter, Director of Marketing and Communications, Erin Gomez, Human Re-
sources Manager, and Julie James, Director of Finance. This team has worked re-
lentlessly to ensure students could have a safe, in-person learning option this year.



Mad 
Men

– Grant Grisier `08

Turn: Washington Spies
–  Ben Schlachter ’19

What is your 
favorite binge-
worthy show?

Gardeners World
 – Fr. Joe Newman ’03

The  
Good 

Doctor 
– Mike Dickrede ’13

Brooklyn 99
– Joe Eid ’13 

Both The Expanse and 

The Last Kingdom
 – Damian Byron Wilkerson ’69

The Office 
and in the Christmas season - 

Christmas Vacation
–  Fr. Alan Zobler ’97

The Crown
– Daniel Woodcock 

SFS Social Media Consultant

Cobra Kai
– Dan Murawa ’93

For the next issue of Knight Life, please answer this question: 

What does the St. Francis 
Alma Mater mean to you?

Email your answers to alumni@sfsknights.org 
by April 15, 2021.

 Rescue Me
– Joe Santiago ’04 

 Homeland
– Paul Trestan ’80 

The West Wing
– Zachary Mocek ’07

Cobra Kai 
– Steve Warns ’93

The Vikings 
– Tanya Bialecki, Alumni Parent

The Office
–  Ben Kowalski ’09

The 
Office
                      – Greg Fockler ’10 

Seinfeld  
“Festivus for the Rest of Us!”
– Toni Kelly, Alumni Parent 

Cobra Kai
– Billy Fristo ’93
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Beauty is all 
around us

TOLEDO:
Photo Credit Joe Buerk ‘21
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When the pandemic changed every aspect 

of our lives last spring, one thing became 

clear to Toledoans.  We have access to so 

many beautiful outdoor areas for entertain-

ment, exercise, or relaxation. As spring 

emerged and we found ourselves searching 

for outdoor attractions, we were able to find 

great options. Many of these areas are con-

nected to St. Francis through proximity, but 

all of them are connected to us through our 

Knight community. 

Beauty is all 
around us

TOLEDO:



Photo Credit Daniel Woodcock

TOLEDO
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According to their website, Metroparks Toledo encourages park users to engage with 
nature in new and exciting ways. Whether you are interested in kayaking, mountain 
biking, archery, birding, or a short walk, Metroparks wants you to get outside. (https://
metroparkstoledo.com/about/get-outside-yourself/)

 In fact, about half of Lucas County residents say they visit a Metropark at least once 
a month, and almost 70 percent say they visit four to 11 times per year. An estimated 
5 million people passed through the gates of the Metroparks in 2019. Metroparks 
Toledo is the recipient of the 2020 National Gold Medal Award for excellence in parks 
and recreation management, the most prestigious honor in the parks and recreation 
industry.

Over the summer, student council members, who were focused on enhancing con-
nectedness and brotherhood during the pandemic, created an initiative to get their 
classmates outside in the parks. The pictures shown represent the fact that residents 
in Metro Toledo have a high quality, regional park within five miles of every residence. 
This is an important factor that makes Northwest Ohio one of the best places to live, 
work, and play. 

Metroparks:
TOLEDO
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The Toledo Zoo is truly a community trea-

sure.  Founded in 1900, it is committed to 

inspiring others to animal care and con-

serving the natural world.  While our region 

enjoys having the zoo located on the An-

thony Wayne Trail, its mission truly spans 

the entire globe.  The Zoo continues to 

expand and strengthen its mission.  

In 2019, the ProMedica Museum of Natu-

ral History opened focusing on the variety 

of life in the world.  Just a few years prior 

in 2015, the zoo opened the renovated 

aquarium.  The original structure, built as 

a Works Progress Administration effort in 

1939, now houses 271 species in 32 exhib-

its.  The Zoo hosts over one million visitors 

annually.  

The Toledo Zoo would not be ranked 

among the best in the country if it were 

not for a large bank of committed volun-

teers who make every experience special.  

This includes the ZooTeen program which 

boasts 552 members contributing 49,484 

hours of service throughout the region sup-

porting a range of organizations including 

Partners for Clean Streams, Toledo Me-

Zoo and Aquarium

The

TOLEDO
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TOLEDO

troparks, Olander Park System, The Nature 

Conservancy, Seagate Food Bank, Ronald 

McDonald House, and the MS Society 

among others.  

Pictured above is 2020 graduate Aiden 

Bobak, a member of the ZooTeens.  Aiden 

and his friends are working on a river 

clean- up from this past fall.  

When the forces for good galvanize, when 

anchor institutions share resources, when 

young people are engaged in positive ac-

tivities, the world will change for the better. 



University of 

The University of Toledo is less than a mile down 

the road from St. Francis de Sales. For the past 

two years, over 20% of the SFS graduating class 

went on to attend the University of Toledo. Each 

year St. Francis continues to strengthen its rela-

tionship with UT through programs like myPREP 

and college credit classes, as well as connections 

through the ProMedica Human Performance Lab. 

TOLEDO:
Photo Credit Daniel Woodcock

LITERACY: STAFF 
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In the fall of 2019, all students, faculty, 

and staff participated in an all-school read 

of the book Tattoos on the Heart, by Fr. 

Gregory Boyle. This book deeply touched 

so many. A group of St. Francis staff 

members was chatting one day about the 

book, and about the fact that they would 

not have the opportunity to have group 

discussions since their jobs did not over-

lap with classroom discussions. Shana 

Elam, from the finance department, sug-

gested forming a book club.  “So a small 

group formed and we met once a month 

to discuss a chosen book, eat together 

and enjoy fellowship”, explained Shana.  

What started as a book discussion formed 

into a great opportunity to connect with 

each other, enjoy some laughs, and get to 

know each other better.   When Covid hit, 

the group was quick to adapt. “We did not 

want to miss an opportunity to join togeth-

er, even if we couldn’t meet in person. We 

had our first remote book club on Google 

Meets in April.” stated book club member 

Fr. Joe Newman.  “It was so good to see 

everyone and check in with them”.

 

In addition to Covid, another factor that 

bonded the group together was the death 

of their beloved co-worker, Theresa Em-

rick.  Julie James explained “Theresa 

joined the book club and brought a smile 

to every discussion. We often went off 

on tangents about gardening or recipes, 

TOLEDO: LITERACY: STAFF 
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because Theresa loved both of those things. 

Theresa passed away in early March right 

before Covid closed our school building. We 

never had time to properly grieve as a group. 

We miss her, and our monthly book club has 

provided an opportunity to remember The-

resa.”

 

“Our group has read numerous books”, said 

Cindy Meinzer. “These titles include The 

Other Wes Moore, Turn of the Key, The Glass 

Castle, The Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society, and Crazy Rich Asians. We 

try to include different genres to keep it excit-

ing. My favorite book so far was The Guern-

sey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, it 

was interesting to read about a geographic 

area I didn’t know anything about.”

 

While we look forward to meeting again in 

person someday soon, we will continue read-

ing and meeting virtually for now.  These 

book club discussions have helped us all 

gain new perspectives, alleviate stress, think 

critically, engage with each other, and enjoy 

some great snacks! 
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During this past year amidst the already 

unsettling times of the pandemic, the St. 

Francis de Sales school family lost two of its 

own, very unexpectedly. The loss of The-

resa Emrick and Deacon Rick Nelson, M.D. 

during the pandemic made it difficult for the 

SFS family, students and staff alike, to prop-

erly mourn their losses together.

 

During a time when you need to lean on one 

another, hug one another, and just BE with 

one another, we were told to do the exact 

opposite due to Covid. Ten days after The-

resa’s sudden passing the state issued a 

stay-at-home order and the students and 

staff went home, not to return to the building 

for months. And when Deacon Rick passed 

away suddenly in the fall, we were back 

in school, but we were still in the midst of 

a pandemic. Distance, distance, distance 

when we needed more than ever to be close 

with those around us. We’d like to take a 

minute and remember two very special peo-

ple who made an impact on all those around 

them. They are thought of and missed every 

day.

By: Karen L. Zickes

Life Is Fragile

&
Remembering

Theresa Emrick  Rick Nelson
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Though Theresa had been with St. Francis less than two 
years, she was the kind of person who made you feel 
like you’ve known each other much longer. People talk of 
her kindness, her smile that lit up a room, and the type of 
person who always took a sincere interest in those around 
her. Annette Bockbrader was a Camp De Sales chaperone 
with Theresa for incoming 7th /8th graders. “During this 
time, she made EVERY student feel like they were the most 
important person she was talking to”, said Bockbrader. 
Sharing the same sentiment, one of the many students who 
had the opportunity to get to know Theresa, senior Carsten 
Mayes, said “She always cared about other people and 
put them first. The love that she gave will always be cher-
ished and she will always be missed.” 

Theresa had a great sense of humor and the incredible 
ability to find the positives in things that may otherwise 
seem mundane. Bockbrader also remembers she was 
“wickedly efficient at getting things done.”
 
She brought with her so much knowledge of Catholic edu-
cation, the Catholic schools in the area, and her relation-
ships she had built with so many in the community. “She 
recognized that our work was important in all ways, big 
and small,” said Bockbrader. “To say that I miss her is a 
massive understatement.”
 
Theresa spent 15 years working at Notre Dame Academy, 
an all-girls school, so it was a little intimidating at first 
for her to walk into a cafeteria full of boys, according to 
Brenda Skinner who worked closely with Theresa. “She 
loved how much the boys loved being at school”, said 
Skinner. “The boys who took the time to know her were 
greatly impacted by her.” Theresa’s office was an open 
door with Brenda Skinner and she loved getting to know 
the students. “She found every way possible to connect 

with kids”, said Skinner. She went so far as to stock her 
desk with candy or gadgets for them; anything that could 
be an ice breaker and start the conversations flowing.
 
According to Brenda, Theresa’s family had Christmas 
projects helping others; such as adopting a nursing home 
and doing something for every resident. And the famous 
Toledo Christmas Weed that many may remember from a 
couple of years back? Yes, that was all Theresa and her 
family. “It was not surprising to me that no one would know 
they started it”, said Skinner. “She wouldn’t take credit for 
anything.” 

Remembering
Theresa Emrick

Theresa with Brenda Skinner, Nettie Bockbrader, and 
Janice Schlachter at Camp DeSales.



alumni magazine 33

 Whether you knew him as Dr. Nelson or Deacon Rick, 

there is a good chance you didn’t know those titles hardly 

described the person he was and all he had accom-

plished in life. He was a husband 

and a father and a brother to many 

siblings. Rick was an incredible ENT 

surgeon and THE guy to go to for 

surgeries to remove cancer; giving 

so many people a new lease on life.

 

Many years ago Rick was ordained 

as a deacon and was loved and 

respected by the parishioners of 

his St. Joan of Arc parish. He had 

an incredible talent for woodwork-

ing and some of his pieces 

became a part of the St. Joan 

of Arc church upon their 

renovation. Deacon Rick was 

also passionate about doing 

prison ministry and helping 

those who had been newly 

released.

 

According to Fr. Joe New-

man, OSFS, there was still 

something else that Deacon Rick wanted to do upon 

retirement in 2018. “His dream was to teach physics at 

an all-boys high school”, said Fr. Joe.  He told Fr. Joe 

his dream years ago and it just so happened they DID in 

fact need a physics teacher the year after he retired. “He 

wanted to be here. It was his dream to be here,” accord-

ing to Fr. Joe. Deacon Rick was passionate about the 

formation of the students and he was 

continually coming up with ways to 

reach them.

 

When Deacon Rick passed away, he 

had been working on developing a new 

class for the students; Intro to Scientific 

Thought & Method. By the end of the 

class, after the students did much re-

search, they would ultimately have their 

work published in an online journal. Fr. 

Joe recalled a conversation with Dea-

con Rick. ‘ “One thing I want 

to do is show the students the 

difference between an anato-

mist who can identify all the 

parts and how they work and 

a surgeon who can look at 

something that’s broken and 

find a way to make it function 

again.” ‘ He was also continu-

ing to find even more uses for 

the new Human Performance 

Lab. How fortunate it was for SFS and its students to have 

yet another incredible mentor and teacher among them 

who cared so deeply about their formation as individuals 

and students. 

Remembering 
Deacon Rick Nelson, M.D.

“He wanted to 
be here. It was 
his dream to be 

here.”



At St. Francis de Sales we not only want to be the best school, but 
the best school for each individual student. From the teachings 
of Saint Francis de Sales, we encourage our students to “be who 
you are and be that well.” This motto, imprinted on the hearts of 
our students and faculty, has formed our educational philosophy. 
Students at St. Francis de Sales understand that myPREP is...my 
path, my journey, my plan for my education.

BUSINESS
• UT Intro to Business

• Honors Math Analysis
• AP Statistics

• AP Microeconomics
• AP Macroeconomics

• Pre-Calculus 
• AP Calculus AB
• AP Calculus BC
• Investment Club

LAW
• AP Government

• Honors Law
• Criminal Justice
• Social Justice

• Mock Trial
• UT Intro to Law

HEALTH 
CAREERS

• Biology  • Chemistry
• Psychology 

• Anatomy and Physiology
• AP Biology  • AP Chemistry

• Honors Biology  • Latin
• Honors Chemistry

• AP Psychology
• UT Intro to 

Health Careers

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE

• Cyber Security (PLTW)
• Intro to Computers (PLTW)

• Game Design
• AP Computer Science

• AP Computer 
Science Principles

• Web Design

ARTS
• History of Film

• Drama
• Public Speaking

• Web Design   • Art I/II
• Graphic Design I/II

• Singing Blue
• Band   • Musical

• Stage Crew
• Yearbook

ENGINEERING
• Honors Physics

• Honors Math Analysis
• Intro to Engineering (PLTW)

• UT Intro to Engineering
• Pre-Calculus

• AP Calculus AB
• AP Calculus BC

• AP Physics E & M
• AP Physics Mech

• Robotics

WHAT IS MY PATH:
Exploration

• Latin (Regular, Honors, AP)
• Spanish (Regular, Honors, AP)
• French (Regular, Honors, AP)
• AP Human Geography
• Robotics Club
• Automation/Robotics PLTW
• Design/Modeling PLTW
• Military History/Multicultural
• Banned Books
• Mythology/Shakespeare
• Contemporary Lyrics
• Sign Language Club
• Heroes and Monsters
• Detective Story
• AP Language & Comp.
• AP Literature & Comp.
• Leadership/Service
   - Teen PEP
   - Crazy 8’s
   - Read Across America

“St. Francis provides me  
with many opportunities to 
explore my interests. This  
year I am taking AP Statistics 
and Anatomy because I am 
focusing on nursing or another 
medical career.”

             - Kofi Ohene-Larbi '20

MyPREP (Professional Readiness Education Program) is our innovative, 
individualized approach to education, where students can explore areas 
of interest and go deeper into their passions.  It encompasses fields 
of study including, but not limited to, engineering, robotics, computer 
science, art, business, health professions, and law. The goal of myPREP 
is to ignite a love of learning in students of all grades.

MyPREP also directs the way we teach 
in the classroom. St. Francis de Sales 
is committed to student success by 
providing a dedicated and supportive 
faculty. Our faculty are experts in their 
fields and are trained to meet the 
needs of each individual student.
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Bob and Sue Savage have deep connections with St. Francis de Sales 
School. Their four sons attended St. Francis where each built a strong 
academic foundation. Bob and Sue have continued their support of the 
school ever since their sons were students here.

Bob Savage, ’85 
Wharton School of Business at University of Pennsylvania

Eric Savage, ’88 
Duke University and Harvard Kennedy School

Mark Savage, ’93 
Wharton School of Business at University of Pennsylvania

Matt Savage, ’97 
Boston College

In a recent conversation with Fr. Joe Newman, OSFS, Vice President at 
St. Francis, Bob expressed his interest in helping other students who are 
interested in Ivy League and top-tier colleges. Bob learned through meetings 
with Fr. Joe and the counseling department, that too often students think 
these college options are out of reach for them. They may have the grades 
to be competitive, but they have misconceptions about their ability to 
attend. For instance, “some students feel they could never afford to attend 
Ivy League schools. They do not realize that with some guidance and 
support along the way, there are scholarship and financial aid opportunities 
available,” said Nettie Bockbrader, College Counselor.

Sometimes students first express interest in the top-tier schools during junior 
year. Bockbrader explained “Admissions to these colleges are very selective 
and students need to be working on their portfolio the day they step foot into 
high school. There is a combination of factors that influence acceptance, and 
they can’t be accomplished overnight. It is best to begin these discussions 
during freshman and sophomore year, not waiting until junior or senior year.”

Through the generous support of the Savages, our counseling department 
has been able to intentionally focus and support students who may be 
interested in Ivy League or other top tier schools. This intentional focus and 
support of our student’s college vision is part of theknightway.

At St. Francis de Sales, we not only want to be the best 
school but the best school for each individual student.

From the teachings of St. Francis de Sales, we encourage our students to 
“be who you are and be that well”. This motto, imprinted on the hearts of 
students and faculty, continues beyond the years at St. Francis de Sales 
School. Students have many goals and choices after high school, and 
we are here to prepare and support each student along his journey in 
choosing a college or post-secondary path.

Working with our high school and college counselors at St. Francis, 
students will be able to navigate through opportunities, obstacles, or 
concerns in choosing a college. Often times, questions arise during the 
college planning process regarding issues like distance from home, 
admissions standards, and cost to attend. Through theknightway, our 
counselors will help prepare and support students from the moment they 
start at St. Francis, so they will be best positioned  
senior year for acceptance into the colleges  
of their choice, whether they are Ivy League,  
top tier, military academies, or  
community colleges. 

The Savage Family Supports College Vision 
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Ifanxiety
is throwing you off  this year,

STRESS LESS

our school counselor Ward Ensign suggests trying some of 
these positive tools to increase calm and happiness.
 
1. IMPROVE YOUR SLEEP HABITS - go to bed earlier, stop 

looking at your phone/tv/screens at least 30 minutes before 
you want to fall asleep. Try to get at least 6-8 hours. 

 
2. DO SOME PHYSICAL ACTIVITY - a brisk walk, some 

jumping jacks, push-ups or sit-ups can do a lot for your 
mental well-being in the short term. It helps your mood 
and helps keep you motivated to get some work done. 

 
3. STAY HYDRATED - there’s a saying “get some water  

and sunlight daily” we’re all basically houseplants with 
complicated emotions. 

 
4. STAY CONNECTED - even though you may not feel like  

it, force yourself to interact with people: friends, family,  
a counselor, etc. 

 
5. PRAY/MEDITATE - taking some quiet time for prayer  

and meditation will help calm you. Just taking a big,  
deep breath can really do wonders. 
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This academic year has been like no other. The 
administration, faculty, and staff at St Francis have 
worked tirelessly to provide the opportunity for 
in-person learning this year. With an abundance of 
caution, the Knights have continued to learn and 
adapt. Not even a pandemic can break the bond 
of brotherhood! 

UnbrokenThe Brotherhood is 
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We continue to experience 
the impact of the pan-
demic on a daily basis this 

school year. So many of the honored 
traditions had to be changed or elimi-

nated in order to keep students safe. 
Although the Class of 2021 has en-
countered loss and obstacles, there 
have been many unexpected posi-
tives and bright spots. 
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“I think one of the 
greatest benefits 
obtained from the 
pandemic is the 
amount of care and 
benevolence that the 
Knights have been 
able to exhibit. By 
wearing masks and 
maintaining social 
distancing proce-
dures, I think it is 
truly spectacular to 
see students put this 
much care into their 
community, and it 
really highlights 
Salesian values.”

JacksonJackson
Bean

“One good thing I 
have taken from the 
pandemic is how 
much an in-person 
learning environment 
means to me and 
how important the 
experience of 
brotherhood has 
been at St. Francis. 
Now more than ever 
I appreciate the 
opportunity to be 
able to be together.”

ALEXALEX
HARMs

“One thing I’ll re-
member about senior 
year is my friends 
and us hanging out 
to take our minds off 
of the unfortunate 
circumstances we 
were given.”

SEANSEAN
O’DONNELL
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One thing I’ll re-
member about 
senior year is how 
abnormal it has 
been. It has taught 
me not to take 
things for granted 
because a lot of 
things aren’t prom-
ised, although it 
seems like they 
are.” 

ALEXALEX

"From my senior year, 
I will never forget 
playing hockey and 
creating long-lasting 
friendships with my 
teammates."

MatteoMatteo

Re

“The pandemic of-
fered me great per-
sonal flexibility, espe-
cially during the times 
of distance learning. 
I was able to sched-
ule my days to sleep 
more, exercise more, 
and practice my piano 
more. Limited class-
room resources com-
pels me to study more 
independently, which 
is a very important 
skill for college.” 

RUNRUN
YU

 "One thing I will re-
member from my se-
nior year is the feel-
ing of walking down 
the senior steps for 
the first time with all 
of my classmates.”

SAMSAM
LATHROP

CARSTENCARSTEN
MAYES
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GLOBAL SALESIAN
LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

4th Annual GSLS
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The fourth annual Global Salesian 
Leadership Symposium (GSLS) was 
built on the great impact of the first 

three, inspired by the Gospel and St. Fran-
cis de Sales, rooted in a culture of humble 
confidence, authentic relationships, and 
servant leadership. Our vision is to ensure 
Salesian leadership development programs 

and initiatives are embraced across our net-
work schools and beyond, to maximize our 
impact, and to inspire future leaders.
 
Through the GSLS we seek to present 
speakers and programming that will inspire 
far beyond the single day of our event, 
developing tomorrow’s leaders today. Fr. 
Geoff Rose, OSFS, Chair, and President of 
St. Francis de Sales School stated “Daily 
and deliberate formational experiences of 

Formerly, James was a news 
anchor at WZZM13 in Grand 
Rapids. Currently, James is the 
Morning News Anchor at 
WTVG-TV in Toledo.
 

James 
Starks ’04 

Distinguished University 
Professor and the Director of 
the Center for Leadership and 
Organizational Excellence in 
the College of Business and 
Innovation at the University of 
Toledo.

Clint 
longenecker
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leadership are needed for the future we 
all desire. Information alone only creates a 
void. We have a responsibility to instill skills 
in students so that education moves beyond 
common knowledge obtained in the class-
room.”
 
For the past three years, the GSLS was held 
at the SeaGate Center downtown. This year, 

Former Mayor of Toledo 
2010-2013

Former State Fire Chief 

MIKE 
BELL 

Adjunct Professor and 
Management Consultant

Author The Penn State 
Walk-on: Overcoming the 

Pain and Legacy of Suicide 
through Football, Faith, and 

Family

TIm
IORIO ‘71 



Screen Printer and Founder 
of Jupmode
 

John
Amato 

Oregon City Administrator, 
Senior Policy Advisor to the 
Mayor of Toledo

MICHAEL
BEAZLEY ‘72
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however, for safety reasons, adaptations 
were made in order to provide a virtual ver-
sion.  The new virtual format actually pro-
vided an opportunity for more presenters 
and students to be involved. Typically, there 
is travel time required for presenters and out 
of town students to participate. Because the 
symposium was virtual this year, more out 
of town attendees were able to participate. 



Detroit Tigers Area Scout

General Manager, Taylor 
Automotive Group

CEO Diana R. Patton Consulting, 
LLC Founder of RISE

Matt
Zmuda ‘13

Steve
Taylor

Diana
Patton

New York City-based Journalist

Chief Manufacturing Operations 
Office of First Solar

CEO, Apogee Enterprises

Chris
Gelardi ‘11

Mike
Koralewski

Ty
Silberhorn ‘86
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Sports Director at WTOL 11

 

JORDAN 
STRACK

Performance Development 
Consulting

Sue
Dills

Resident Physician at 
Stanford
 

Keon Pearson, 
MD, MBA ‘11

Chief Executive Officer of One 
Love Foundation

Katie 
Hood

There was less time commitment required and 
very little disruption to their schedules. In fact, a 
total of 19 presenters participated from all over 
the country!
 
In addition to St. Francis juniors and seniors, 
390 students from 7 different schools attended. 
There were even attendees from India! Holding a 
virtual event did not change the fact that the pre-
senters were inspiring, engaging, relevant, and 
dynamic. Because of this symposium, students 
were provided with proximity to world-class 
thought leaders through diverse areas of innova-
tion and industry.

“Our words must flow from our heart rather than 
from our mouth. We must speak well, but heart 
speaks to the heart. The lips speak only to ears.” 
St. Francis de Sales 



Vice President of Regional Develop-
ment and Operations, Mercy Health

Keith Burris

Matt sapara

tom blank, Ph.D. ‘71

Executive Editor, Post Gazette
VP & Editorial Director Block Newspapers

Allen B. Rogers Award Winner

Research Hardware Manager at 
Facebook Reality Labs Research
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“My name is Jacob Brandon and I want to 
personally thank you for the opportunity to 
speak to all of you as a brother Knight today. 
You all should know that the community each 
of you forms is much more than a collection 
of people; it was and still is conducive to the 
phenomenal education and character devel-
opment that I have undergone as a Knight. 
St. Francis has not only made me a smarter 
man, but it has also taught me perspective 
on my life and those of others. In these past 
years, the support of the Knights has helped 
me through some of the most difficult times 
in my life; those times when I would see life 
as an opportunity to only earn good grades. 
However, those around me at this school 
have shown me that I am so much more than 
a letter; that I am a unique person of desir-
able character. My teachers and fellow stu-
dents, most of whom are my greatest sup-
porters, remind me of that daily. Each one of 
you, along with so many others, gives all at 
SFS the opportunity to discover themselves in 

one of the most nurturing environments pos-
sible.

To show you how much of an impact your 
support as brothers has had on a Knight, I 
am going to share my journey of development 
through this school – specifically through the 
opportunities SFS has given me to focus on 
my interests and growth. When I walked into 
the doors of the school for the first time, I felt 
I was a boy who was an outcast. I couldn’t 
walk like the other kids at my old school, and 
I could feel people silently judging me with 
their eyes. That was the most painful because 
I knew how they felt. The only thing I had to 
cling to in elementary school was my intel-
ligence. I felt my only accomplishment was 
the grades I was receiving on a fateful slip 
of paper every semester. Those letters de-
fined who I was. Those first few years at St. 
Francis were a struggle, but what kept me 
going was the community that accepted me 
for who I was, even if I didn’t. That shined 

Salesian Reflection

At each all-school Mass, a senior is chosen to share 
some of his personal story. We invite you to read this 

speech which shares a senior Knight’s powerful journey.

Jacob Brandon
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through when my teachers would tell me to get 
involved. Luckily, I started humoring them. I 
joined the Chess Club with Mr. Walton. Along 
with being a superb coach, he is a man who I 
will always have in my heart. He related to the 
outcast. He took the outcast under his wing. 
He was the first one to show the outcast his 
true identity. Through my simple interest in the 
club, I was able to take my mind off school 
and focus on a pastime that I enjoyed; this 
showed me that I was more than school. All 
the brothers who were with me in the Chess 
Club augmented that experience boundlessly 
as well. However, my journey was far from 
over.

Mr. Walton taught me a valuable lesson, 
but it still needed some development. In my 
freshman year of high school, I felt myself 
start regressing; I was devastated because I 
thought I might finally be going somewhere. 
I started making myself mentally sick over 
grades again, and things at home were not so 
great. The beauty of the situation was, I always 
had my brothers. The transformation hap-
pened sophomore year. We got a new Math 
Analysis teacher – Fr. Zobler. His class started 
as my worst. I had formed an image of myself 
as the genius, one who didn’t make many, if 
any, mistakes. His tests are infamously dif-
ficult. Sometimes, I was lucky to get a 75. I 
would go home every day, wondering where I 
went wrong. Why was I so inadequate? People 
would tell me life was more than grades, but 
grades were all I knew. I was going to have 
to experience it for myself. By the time May 
rolled around, I had an epiphany. I didn’t care 
about the letter, I cared about the progress. 

Even though I could barely scrape a C, Fr. Z. 
showed us the insignificance of grades by the 
curve. This was innocent itself, yet it showed 
me that grades are subjective. They are based 
on the assessment of the instructor – when you 
should be more concerned with an assess-
ment of yourself. Have I learned something? I 
have. In retrospect, his class is now my favor-
ite. I don’t regret anything, because I gave all 
of myself. Not only did I expand my knowledge 
of mathematics (one of my favorite subjects), 
I also found new truths to life. Come this year, 
I started making new friends and reflecting on 
some service projects. Then I knew: we’re all 
in this together, and we will make it through 
any challenge life throws at us. No matter 
how painful your life, the outlook matters, and 
with my brothers and teacher companions, I 
continue to feel like I can “rise up” and over-
come. This expansion of my life has brought a 
breath of fresh air – I will always have all of you 
there for me, even if I am not there for myself. 
Whenever I see the light again and realize my 
mistakes, I thank this school for forming me 
into the man I am; the one who is not afraid of 
mistakes, because he has learned to catch 
himself. There are people to catch him. In the 
good times and the bad, the prosperous and 
the ugly, St. Francis is my home away from 
home, and it always will be because I have 
discovered in myself what I never thought I 
could. I thank all my fellow brothers and teach-
ers for saving me from my own detrimental 
outlooks. Most importantly, I appreciate the 
support the brothers give. With seemingly 
mundane yet constant encouragement, you 
saved me and invited me into a community 
of the best people. I cherish every day I am 
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given, and without the brotherhood, I might 
still feel like an outcast. The Knights con-
stitute much more than a daily educational 
institution; you and Knights like you still help 
me to this day to discover the fullness of life. 
Please, continue to lift others up and show 
others their worth like the St. Francis family 
did for me. The brotherhood has profoundly 
changed my life. I know it will change yours, 
too. That is everything I could ask from these 
walls on West Bancroft. 

It also may help you to know that although 
I struggled, I have no regrets or anyone to 

blame in my life, except maybe only one 
regret: I wish I could tell the boy I was that 
he will always be worth something more than 
he knows and will ever comprehend. My final 
message, therefore, is that it will not be easy. 
However, all of you will be proud of your 
development and free of regrets when you 
exit these doors. This is as long as each one 
of you invests fully in the experience being 
offered by the St. Francis community. Confide 
in your brothers. Trust your teachers. Make 
this place your home. It will transform you into 
a person you never thought you could be.” 



As part of our Salesian Leadership Initiative, Fr. Joe Newman, OSFS 

offered a semester class, Leadership in the Salesian Tradition. This 

class was an introduction to modern leadership models, theory, and 

practice in light of the values identified with leadership in the Salesian 

Tradition. The three constitutive elements of Salesian Leadership were 

emphasized: humble confidence, authentic relationships, and servant 

leadership.

 

In this class, students had the opportunity to use a leadership journal, 

present on leadership theory, and create a personal leadership plan. 

These assignments allowed students to reflect on their own leadership 

Leadership in the Salesian Tradition

QA&



Leadership in the Salesian Tradition

styles and skills and ultimately create a two-year action plan. This plan in-

cluded a chart of their planned actions, with concrete tasks and timetables.

 

Toward the end of the semester, the students had an opportunity to reflect 

and give feedback on the class. They were full of energy and eager to share 

their experiences! Students shared their insight on the following:
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A: This is a very small class, which leads to a better learning 
     environment. Fr. Newman is able to focus on us as individuals.
A: The material covered in this class makes you a better man, 
     not just a better student.
A: We have deep discussions every day instead of homework 
    on our own.

How is this class different from your other classes?Q:

What motivates you in this class?Q:
A: I can see how what I learned from this class will impact my future, 
     especially with jobs. I can apply what I learned in class to what 
     goes on outside of school.
A: This class will help my future, not just my GPA.
A: Each day is a new day to learn something and apply it to my life.
A: This class gave us the opportunity to explore our strengths and 
     weaknesses and how to improve.
A: It was an honor to be chosen to be in this class! I want to live 
     up to the expectations because our peers chose us to be in this class.

What skills will you take away from this class?Q:
A: We learned about different leadership skills and how/when 
     to use them effectively.
A: We learned how to prepare for life situations.
A: We explored Salesian Leadership skills and the importance 
     of self-management, empathy, and social awareness.
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Why would you tell a 
classmate to take this 
course?

Q:

A: It is a unique opportunity to 
     learn something not everyone 
     will learn.
A: This class will strengthen you 
     as a leader.
A: If you take the material to 
     heart, it will help you be 
     successful.

What are some 
highlights from this 
class?

Q:

A: Presentation projects
A: Fun in small groups
A: Good guided discussions
A: Cliffton Strengthsfinder ®
A: Guest speakers
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Engage. Reconnect. 

Mentor. Network.
SFS Connect is a comprehensive online plat-
form designed for SFS Alumni to reconnect 
with their classmates and St. Francis de Sales 
School.  The main principles upon which SFS 
Connect was developed are: engage with SFS 
Brothers and share what’s new, as well as to 
re-experience with each other the times you 
had as a student with posts and photos; net-
work with Knight Alumni and Mentor current 
Knight students; and stay up to date on the 
ways St. Francis de Sales continues to pro-
vide an unequaled academic, spiritual, social, 
and physical foundation for young men.
 
SFS Connect will be your one destination 
where you can connect with classmates and 
other Alumni to relive your years at SFS and 
stay up to date on everything that’s happen-
ing at SFS.  Think of it as a continual virtual 
reunion.
 

SFS Legati, We Salute You
The keys to the success of SFS Connect will 
be participation and contributions by our 
Alumni, and a strong leader(s) for each class 
to manage information and communications.  
For those of you who took Latin classes, you 
know that an important figure in the Roman 
Army was a Legatus or one who leads his le-
gion of soldiers.  The role of a Legatus in SFS 
Connect is to be a manager of his class.  He 
will be the liaison between your class and the 
Alumni Relations Engagement Officer while 
helping collect and disseminate information 
among classmates as well as share informa-
tion with the Engagement Officer.
 
Each class will need at least one Legatus, two 
would be preferred.  This will help distribute 
the workload and provide backup for each 
other. 
 

Three’s A Charm
When the initial requests for Legati went out 
there were three Alumni who stepped up im-

Connecting
Generations Of Knights With SFS Connect 

In January thousands of postcards were sent to our Alumni 
announcing the official launch of SFS Connect requesting 

them to review its content and register for this new and 
exciting Alumni Relations platform.

by John Adams `71
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CONNECTSFS 
Reconnect•Mentor•Network•Engage

mediately.  While they are Knight Brothers they 
are also the only multi-generational family with a 
father, son, and grandson filling this role for their 
respective classes.  Bernard (Bernie) Barrow, Sr. 
’65, Bernard (Beau) Barrow, Jr. ’89, and Bernard 
(Gabe) Barrow III ‘18 are the Knights of the Hour. 
 
One of Bernie Barrow’s most memorable experi-
ences at SFS was playing football under Coach 
Dick Mattingly who told him and his teammates 
that you will probably never work as hard any 
time in your life.  Bernie agreed and it was the 
friendships that were formed and the work ethic 
that was developed which have provided some 
of the greatest memories; one that stands out is 
that Fr. Robert Healy, former principal of SFS, 
blessed his marriage. He also pointed to tradi-
tion as one of SFS’s great strengths and how the 
SFS tradition continues with all of his sons and 
grandsons graduating from the school he at-
tended in the early ‘60s. When Bernie was asked 
why he wanted to be a Legatus for his class, 
he responded, “I enjoyed being on my reunion 
committee, and I have great memories from St. 

Francis.  Now that I have sons and grandsons 
who have graduated, I want to continue to set 
the example for them to stay connected to the 
school and give back.”
 
Beau Barrow, the oldest of six Knight siblings, 
always assumed he was going to St. Francis de 
Sales High School since his dad attended.  He 
added, “When I went there, I think I might have 
taken it a little bit for granted. I think I appreci-
ate it more today than I did then, I guess, and 
especially after seeing the positive impact it had 
on my son as well.”  As a Knight, Beau excelled 
in hockey, playing in the State finals, and also in 
tennis.  Today he still plays tennis on a regular 
basis with his SFS doubles partner.  The devel-
opment of lasting friendships and the spiritual 
guidance he received are some of the things for 
which he will be ever grateful.  Beau also pointed 
out how the academic rigor at SFS and the great 
teachers gave him a leg up when he went to col-
lege.  He credits Frs. Extejt and O’Neill and their 
outstanding teaching skills as a major reason 
for his success in the field of finance and wealth 
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management.  What does Beau see as the main 
benefits of SFS Connect? Reconnecting with 
classmates and networking with his Knight Broth-
ers.
 
Gabe Barrow had many accomplishments to 
celebrate and he continues to give back as 
an alumnus.  He’s a third-generation Knight; a 
hockey player and leader who was integral in 
getting our team to the state finals; cherishes 
the relationships he’s developed with his Knight 
Brothers, and he’s been taught and mentored by 
teachers who prepared him academically, and 
fostered personal and spiritual growth.  Gabe 
values the Knight Brotherhood, as he explained, 

“It’s knowing you have people there for you, no 
matter who you are, or where you are.”  Fr. Rudy 
was one of the faculty members who had the 
greatest impact on him while he was a student, 
and now as an alumnus.  Gabe feels Fr. Rudy 
really connected with students.  He was per-
sonable, a mentor, and taught him how to be in 
touch with God and himself.  He’s still in contact 
with him today. Gabe added, “He is definitely 
at the top of the list of people I would call to 
run things by.”  When Gabe was asked why he 
wanted to be a Legati he said, “I really hold the 
importance of family and tradition close to me. 
My care for St. Francis and what it has done for 
me is also very important. If I can give back in 
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All six of Bernie Barrow’s 

sons were nominated to the 

SFS Athletic Hall of Fame "as 

a Family.", 

They have 39 varsity letters 

(football, hockey, wrestling, 

tennis, track.) shared among 

them. 

When you include their 

grandsons, it brings the total 

to 50.  Four were awarded 

nominations to the US Military 

Academy at West Point; four 

became Army officers, three 

Army Rangers, two Green 

Berets; one purple heart. 

Academic achievements in-

clude one Ph.D., four MBAs, 

and six Bachelor’s degrees.

any way, I would love to do that.  Growing Alumni 
relations is very important.”
 
Three men, three generations who have many things 
in common and who feel they owe much of their per-
sonal growth and success to the foundation that SFS 
provided for them.
 

Now Is The Time To Reconnect
SFS Connect will only grow and thrive with your par-
ticipation and support.  As the saying goes, “Once a 
Knight, always a Knight.”  While physical distance, or 
just busy lives, prevent us from seeing or talking with 
our classmates and other Knight Brothers, SFS Con-
nect is an interactive communications channel where 
you can reconnect with the past and stay engaged in 
the future. 
 
Take a moment and visit SFS Connect at https://www.
sfsconnect.org to see what it has to offer and encour-
age your classmates and other SFS Alumni to do 
the same.  While you are there, please complete the 
registration form so that you can be added to your 
class group.  In the interest of continuous improve-
ment, all feedback and ways to enhance and simplify 
the platform are encouraged and welcomed.  Please 
send your thoughts and comments to sfsconnect@
sfsknights.org.
 
While we have recruited a number of Legati, there are 
still a number of spots open if you are interested in 
becoming a Legatus for your class.  If you’re interest-
ed or want to learn more, please contact John Adams, 
Engagement Officer, at jadams@sfsknights.org. 
 
Be who you are and be that well.
 
Go, Knights! 
Photo credit to John Adams ‘71
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To say that non-profit organizations have been 
challenged this year is a gross understatement, 
especially when it comes to fundraising event 
planning.  Many institutions that rely heavily on 
special events income or ticket revenues to fund 
their mission are at great risk.  All things consid-
ered, St. Francis has fared quite well.  That suc-
cess can be attributed primarily to three factors: 
outstanding volunteer leadership, the generosity 
of the SFS donor base, and providential timing.  
The Gala, under the steady hand leadership 
of Sue Dills, generated net profits in excess of 
$300,000.  The event, which has been held the 
last few years at the Renaissance Hotel in down-
town Toledo, is both a community builder and a 
fundraiser.  “Sue is a terrific leader and so help-
ful as we had to pivot from an event that was go-
ing to be both in-person and virtual to an all-virtu-
al attendance.  We recreated our event and her 
leadership was phenomenal from start to finish,” 
stated Joe Sweeney, Director of Philanthropy.  
Since it was all virtual, alumni from coast to 
coast were able to participate.  Mike McCarthy 
’60 even donned his varsity coat, which still fits, 
and was a big feature in the program.  Mike and 
his wife, Pam, reside in the San Francisco area.  
Ryan Marshall and his wife, Mary Hermes, joined 

us live from the Big Apple. Other alumni from 
across the country tuned in to support the cause.  
The event involved a great deal of coordination, 
but thanks to a great planning team the results 
were spectacular.  
Under the direction of Tom McHugh and Fr. Ron-
ald Olszewski, the Knight of the Vine in March 
also enjoyed great success just days before the 
pandemic shut everything down.  St. Francis is 
fortunate to have two $300,000 events that pro-
vide tuition support for SFS students. Every year, 
St. Francis provides over $2 million in academic 
scholarships and financial aid for young men to 
attend. “Had that event been three days later, 
we would have lost $300,000.  These events are 
critical to our mission”, stated Fr. Olszewski.    
Many donors during these challenging times 
have stepped up and doubled down on gifts to 
the Gala.  For example, the Betz family (Randi, 
Paul ’70, Brad ’00, and Barrett ’06), recognizing 
a heightened need this year, provided much-
needed support during the “Raise the Paddle 
Scholarship Auction” portion of the Gala.  Mike 
Schlembach ‘03 donated a handsome sum to 
honor his uncle, Chris Hensien ’70 who recently 
passed away.  Mike ’75 and Cindy Collins sig-
nificantly increased their annual support to 

2020 Presidential Gala- 
Reaches New Heights Featuring a National Alumni Cast!

Presidential Gala
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2020 Presidential Gala- 
Reaches New Heights Featuring a National Alumni Cast!

inspire others to do the same.  Paul ’82 and Sue 
Spinazze who live local and attended virtually 
decorated their home with Knight Red and Blue 
balloons galore and again generously supported 
the Gala as did many others.  Thank you for mak-
ing it the best year ever in a time when the need 
is the greatest.   
The decision to switch from an in-person and 
virtual crowd to an all-virtual crowd for the Gala 
was only made several weeks prior to the event 
date.  Fortunately, contingency plans were made 
from the very beginning.  “We benefited greatly 

from watching many other organizations who had 
to create virtual events, sometimes within a very 
short span of time,” stated Kathy Gullette, SFS 
Event Coordinator.  Given all the uncertainties 
dictated by the pandemic, it immediately called 
to attention that contingency planning for the 
Gala would be critically important.  A great deal 
of time was spent on essentially planning two 
events depending on the virus.  The span be-
tween the Knight of the Vine and the Gala was a 
true blessing allowing the staff and volunteers to 
properly plan for the unknowns.  God is great! 

Alumni singing You Raise Me Up: A group of alumni 
came together virtually to perform a song during the 
Presidential Gala that is sentimental to our Knights, You 
Raise Me Up, by Josh Groban. Scan this QR code to 
see this beautiful rendition. 
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Long before the first students entered 
the doors of St. Francis on September 
14, 1955, the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales knew exactly why the school was 
being built.

In the first Student Handbook, printed 
in 1955 is written, “One of the distinc-
tive features of the exterior of the school 
is a stone relief on the chapel area of 
the building.  The carving, in limestone 
and bordered in greenstone, depicts St. 
Francis de Sales and to his left Father 
Brisson, founder of the Oblate Fathers.  
Both of these figures are gazing upon 
five boys who are representative of the 
activities of the school: prayer, study, 
music, athletics, and graduation.”

That carving was conceived, planned, 
and commissioned before the school 

was built.  On the occasion of the 50th 
Anniversary of St. Francis in 2015, a 
new façade and new spaces were put 
onto the entire north side of the build-
ing.  The stone relief was not only pre-
served but lighted so that it would be 
visible through the night, every night.  
What the Oblates envisioned in the 
early 1950’s was preserved fifty years 
later and now, sixty-five years later, it 
still steers the direction of the school.  
Over the past sixty-five years, in simple 
terms, that carving has come to symbol-
ize the four pillars of a St. Francis edu-
cation: spiritual, academic, physical, 
and social growth and development.

Another enduring symbol of the school 
is the Knight.  During its first year of 
operation, students were invited to write 
essays on what the students and sports 

St. Francis de Sales School 
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, 

Forever
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St. Francis de Sales School 
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, 

teams would be called.  It was Paul Adamski, 
Class of 1959 who wrote, “I think the ‘Knights’ 
would be a good nickname for our school be-
cause a knight was known to have been a man 
of great honor and integrity. . . . A knight was a 
gentleman as well as a fighter.  . . . The knight 
gave us many examples of dignity, courage, and 
loyalty . . . . The boys should take these ex-
amples to heart and become true ‘Knights’ of St. 
Francis de Sales.”

Paul’s complete essay is read every year to 
incoming freshmen at a bonfire on the last eve-
ning of their orientation at Camp de Sales.  After 
the reading, the senior counselors knight each 
incoming student with a sword.

Much has changed over sixty-five years but 
the vision of the Oblates and the nobility of the 
Knight remains constant.  St. Francis is like the 
philosopher’s river that is always the same yet 

always new.  Several years ago, Fr. James Bacik 
gave a day of recollection to the faculty and staff 
in which he said, “If St. Francis de Sales School 
did not exist today, it would have to be built 
because it is performing so great a service to 
young men and our community.”

When the Oblates responded to Bishop Reh-
ring’s call and shared their vision for the school, 
they secured the financial support of 106 indi-
viduals, families, and businesses who pledged 
$750,000 for the construction of the facility at 
2323 W. Bancroft Street.  The 106 Members of 
the Founders Society empowered the birth of St. 
Francis de Sales School. 

Forever
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Notes

The Class of 1966 
continues to meet 
for lunch as not 
even a pandemic 
will stop this group. 

John Streicher, '71 
is a proud father, 
and rightfully so.  His 
daughter, Sarah, is the 
creator and executive 
producer of a series 
running on Amazon 
Prime.  It is called The 
Wilds.  The series has 
already been renewed 
for a second season 
given its popularity 
and critical review suc-
cess. 

Tim Sobieszczanski, 
`73, and his wife, 
Adele, are very 
excited to welcome 
granddaughter, Ellie 
Renee, to the So-
bieszczanski fam-
ily this past New 
Year’s Eve! We are 
so happy for Tad `12 
and Sarah! Decem-
ber 31st, New Year’s 
Eve will never be the 
same! 

Gary Franklin, '76 
is currently serv-
ing on the Board 
of the Toledo His-
tory Museum.  Their 
purpose is to redis-
cover, preserve, and 
communicate the 
history of Toledo and 
the surrounding re-
gion.  Brent Schmidt, 
'01 also serves on 
the Board as V.P.  
His wife, Michelle is 
the President.  Ad-
ditionally, former SFS 
guidance counselor, 
Dick Schroeder, is 
also involved in the 
museum's leader-
ship.  We are so 
fortunate to have so 
many SFS connec-
tions supporting their 
communities.

ClassClass
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Robert S. Loeb, `81 
has joined Venture 
Visionary Partners, a 
registered indepen-
dent wealth manage-
ment and financial 
advisory firm, as one 
of the firm’s newest 
partners.   Prior to 
joining the firm, Rob 
worked at UBS Fi-
nancial Services as a 
Senior Vice President-
Wealth Management. 
Rob and his wife, 
Dana, have been mar-
ried for 29 years and 
have 2 daughters, 
Torey and Julia both 
graduates of Notre 
Dame Academy.  Rob 
is currently the Board 
Chair at Notre Dame 
Academy.

Bill Garbe, `82 has 
joined Huntington Pri-
vate Bank as the Vice 
President-Relationship 
Manager.  Bill brings a 
wealth of knowledge to 
his position. Congratu-
lations, Bill!

Ty R. Silberhorn, '86 
was appointed as 
Apogee Enterprises’s 
new Chief Executive 
Officer and a mem-
ber of the Board of 
Directors, effective 
January 4, 2021. 
Apogee is based in 
Minneapolis. He will 
join Apogee from 3M, 
where he served as 
the Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Transforma-
tion, Technologies, 
and Services.  Ty is 
a past presenter at 
the Global Salesian 
Leadership Sympo-
sium. Congratula-
tions, Ty!

Andrew Wilson, '84, 
earned a Ph.D. in English 
in 1996 from Kent State 
University and is cur-
rently finishing his 25th 
year as a full-time Profes-
sor of English at William 
Rainey Harper College in 
Palatine, Illinois, where 
he teaches writing and 
literature. Andrew has 
served for many years 
as the college’s Honors 
Program Coordinator 
and the English-Dept. 
Chairperson.  He has 
published in The Mis-
sissippi Quarterly; The 
Hemingway Review; The 
Encyclopedia of Beat 
Literature; Thirty Years 
After: New Essays on 
Vietnam War Literature, 
Film, and Art; the IAFOR 
Journal of Literature and 
Librarianship, among oth-
ers.  He lives in Chicago 
with his wife, Amy, and 
their two children, Sophie 
and Sam.  Every time 
he receives Knightlife, 
Andrew reads it cover 
to cover and is deeply 
impressed by the remark-
able accomplishments 
of so many SFS students 
and graduates, espe-
cially those who minister 
to others in the spirit of 
St. Francis himself.  He 
sends his sincerest con-
gratulations to this year’s 
graduating class and to 
all members of the SFS 
community. 
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Dr. John Dillon, `87 
recently participated 
as a guest reader for 
the Valentine Theatre, 
StoryTime at the Val-
entine Series, reading 
award-winning chil-
dren’s books virtually 
to K-8 students. Other 
SFS celebrities in-
cluded Toledo Mayor 
Wade Kapszukiewicz, 
`90, and Student 
Achievement Center 
Director, Dom Glover. 

Jerron Gray, '87 is in 
his 3rd year as Princi-
pal at Withrow Univer-
sity High School in Cin-
cinnati Public Schools 
which celebrated its 
100 year anniversary 
last year.  He leads the 
school of almost 1400 
students, helping them 
with career tech and 
entry into business 
upon graduation.  Jer-
ron and his wife, Julia, 
have three children 
ages 20, 18, 14.

Scott Kerin, `87, is 
an Assistant United 
States Attorney with 
the United States 
Attorney’s Office 
for the District of 
Oregon. Congratula-
tions, Scott!

Congratulation to 
Judge Myron 
Duhart, `88, on being 
elected as a judge for 
the 6th District Court 
of Appeals. Myron is 
the first African Amer-
ican to hold a seat as 
an appellate judge for 
the 6th District. 
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Eric DiSalle, `98, and 
his wife, Mandy, wel-
comed a daughter to 
their family on May 
14th. Eric, Mandy, and 
Sasha DiSalle live in 
Cincinnati.

Ben Batey, `00, was a 
recipient of the  20 un-
der 40 Award in Toledo 
this past October. He 
is the Health Director 
for Bowling Green State 
University which is a 
cabinet-level position 
under the university’s 
president.

Brad Betz, '00 and 
Barrett Betz, `06 
are continuing to 
build the family busi-
ness, Betco, that has 
been in existence for 
seventy years.  Paul 
Betz, '70 is pass-
ing the business to 
the third generation.  
Betco has been a 
great partner with 
SFS for many years.  
Congratulations! 

Chris Kookoothe, 
`00 is excited to 
announce he has 
joined the Momen-
tum Beverage Group 
as an Independent 
Channel Manager in 
the Greater Chicago 
Area. Chris lives in 
Chicago with his 
wife, Lindsay, and 
their seven-year-old 
son, Henry Francis.
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Frank Viviano, `02, 
and his wife, Aman-
da, SUA `03 are 
happy to announce 
the recent birth of 
their second daugh-
ter, Sabine Sandy 
Viviano.  Sabine 
joins her older sister, 
Paloma.

Kevin Bingle, '04, and 
his wife, Tara, SUA 
`04, are excited to 
announce the birth of 
their son, Jack.  Jack 
was born 6 lbs. and 
10oz on December 14, 
the same date as his 
older sister, Maggie.

Nick Bruecken, `04, 
and his wife, Audra 
Griffis Bruecken, 
SUA `04, welcomed 
the arrival of their 
first child, Rose 
Bruecken on De-
cember 20, 2020. 
The family currently 
makes their home in 
Southern California.

Beckett Andrew 
Karazim arrived on 
January 14, 2021.  
Beckett joins his par-
ents, Todd Karazim, 
`04, and his wife, 
Amanda, NDA `04, 
as well as siblings 
Brady, Kenzley, and 
Jackson. They are 
currently members of 
St. Joan of Arc.
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Congratulations to 
Andrew Wallace, 
`04, and his wife, 
Erin, who welcomed 
their 3rd baby boy, 
Benjamin (Ben) Dan-
iel Wallace on Octo-
ber 15th.  Ben joins 
his brothers, Ian and 
Jack. 

Tom Yaggi, `04, and 
his wife, Sydney, SUA 
`04 were thrilled to 
welcome their first 
child, Jack Antonio 
Yaggi on September 
4, 2020. Jack is look-
ing forward to being 
part of the SFS Class 
of 2039! 

Nick Schenk, `06 
has returned to the 
Toledo area to prac-
tice medicine.  He 
graduated from De-
Sales University and 
Jefferson Medical 
School in Philadel-
phia. Nick is working 
for ProMedica and is 
an attending physi-
cian in primary care. 
Family ties brought 
him back to the mid-
west.  Nick has two 
daughters, ages 2 
and 4. 

Nate Urbaniak, 
`06, and his wife 
welcomed their 
daughter, Rita, into 
the world.  She was 
named after Nate's 
grandmother, and 
the mother of Ed 
Urbaniak, '73.  Rita 
could be seen every 
year in the bingo 
room at Funarama.
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Nathan Connolly, 
'08 was married No-
vember 7, 2020.  He 
and Laina were mar-
ried in Charlotte, NC., 
and classmate Chris 
Dyer, `08 was one 
of Nathan’s atten-
dants in the wedding.  
Nathan is currently a 
Technical Sergeant 
based in Charlotte. 

Congratulations to 
Dan Kraus, `15 for 
completing his first 
solo flight in October!  
For him, the sky is 
not the limit! 

Brandon Walker, `16 
has accepted a new 
position as a Process 
Engineer with Cooper 
Tire & Rubber! 

Christopher 
Uzoigwe, '19 is ex-
cited to announce 
that he has accept-
ed an internship 
offer with Fastenal 
Company. Chris-
topher is looking 
forward to growing 
with this company!  
He would like to ex-
press his gratitude 
to everyone who 
has helped him 
along the way.
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CASE Update
The St. Francis de Sales Board of Trustees has authorized the 
Center for Advanced Scientific Exploration (CASE) project to begin 
construction in late spring.  After delaying the second phase of the 
project last summer due to Covid related issues, school officials, 
science instructors, and donors who made this project possible are 
eager for the project to commence.  The initial phase of CASE, the 
ProMedica Human Performance Lab, has been open and available 
for student use since the 2019-2020 academic year. 

“Given all the disruption this year, brought about by the changing 
dynamics of Covid safety protocols, we did not want to add  
a layer of complexity with construction in the building,” stated 
Fr. Geoff Rose, President.

The conversion of the existing science wing, last remodeled over 
forty years ago, is based upon the concepts of experiential learning 
and developing stronger collaboration skills for students.  Labs 
and classrooms will be combined to provide greater instructional 
efficiencies by eliminating the need to switch rooms between 
experiments and instructional time.  Teachers and students alike look 
forward to the new facilities.  “I am excited about this being available 
for my senior year.  The concept is so much more in line with the 
hands-on style in which I like to learn,” said Jack Rust, Class of 2022.  

The ProMedica Human Performance Lab has been used as much as 
possible this year.  Mr. Joe Kochendoerfer , a math and AP Statistics 
teacher has been taking his students into the HPL  to collect and 
analyze data obtained from the various teaching tools.   Mr. Tim 
Gerken’s Anatomy class has used the Anatomage Table, the most 
technologically advanced 3D anatomy visualization system available.  
St. Francis is very fortunate to possess this system that many colleges 
do not even have.  Next year, the Intro to Exercise Science and Intro to 
Exercise Physiology will be using the HPL extensively.  

The Science Department at St. Francis has performed at exceptionally 
high levels for many years.  Dedicated faculty are often a primary 
reason why St. Francis graduates pursue educational studies and 
careers in science related fields.  With the expected changes and 
greater efficiencies, the school is even better positioned to deliver  
new and exciting opportunities.  
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SFS Unidiversity Day - April 22, 2021 
St. Francis coined the word “uni-diverse” to describe the diversity of God’s single act of creation:


“All these together are called the universe, perhaps because all their diversity is reduced to unity, 
as if one were to say ‘unidiverse’...” – Treatise on the Love of God, Book 2, Chapter 2

Dear Colleagues,


SALESIAN OPTIMISM radiates 
from the words of Martin Luther 
King: “I refuse to accept the 
view that mankind is so tragic-
ally bound to the starless mid-
night of racism and war that the 
bright daybreak of peace and 
brotherhood can never become 
a reality.... I believe that un-
armed truth and unconditional 
love will have the final word.”


On Thursday, April 22, the SFS 
school community will pause 
to reflect on the solidarity of 
the human family and pray for 
all wounded by the sins of 
discrimination and oppression. 

Ms. Danielle Harrison and Fr. 
Mike Depcik will present. SFS 
Unidiversity Day will fulfill two 
Salesian Leadership Initiative 
modules. More details to come. 


Andy Okuley, Don Conry and  
Fr. Ken McKenna, OSFS

APR. 22 SCHEDULE 7th/8th Graders Freshman Sophomores

8:15-8:20 (5 min.) Attendance-1st Per. Rm. Attendance-1st Per. Rm. Attendance-1st Per. Rm.

8:20-8:30 (10 min.) Transition Transition Transition

8:30-9:15 (45 min.) SFS Chapel-Mass Gesu-Mrs. Harrison SFS Gym-Fr. Depcik

9:15-9:25 (10 min.) Organized Break Transition/Break Transition/Break

9:25-10:10 (45 min.) SFS Chapel-Mrs. Harrison SFS Gym-Fr. Depcik Gesu-Mass

10:10-10:20 (10 min.) Organized Break Transition/Break Transition/Break

10:20-11:05 (45 min.) SFS Chapel-Fr. Depcik Gesu-Mass SFS Gym-Mrs. Harrison

11:05-11:15 (10 min.) Transition/Break Transition/Break Transition/Break

11:15-12:00 (45 min.) Student Response Student Response Student Response

12:00 Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal

Cafeteria: supervised area for students waiting for pickup

Juniors Seniors

11:00-11:10 (10 min.) Attendance-1st Per. Rm. Attendance-1st Per. Rm. Students without a 1st period

11:10-11:20 (10 min.) Transition Transition   meet in MPR for attendance.

11:20-12:10 (50 min.) Gesu-Mrs. Harrison SFS Gym-Fr. Depcik

12:10-12:20 (10 min.) Transition Transition

12:20-1:10 (50 min.) SFS Gym-Fr. Depcik Gesu-Mrs. Harrison

1:10-1:20 (10 min.) Transition Transition

1:20-2:05 (45 min.) Student Response Gesu-Mass

2:05-2:15 (10 min.) Transition Transition

2:15-3:00 (45 min.) Gesu-Mass Student Response

3:00 Dismissal Dismissal

Danielle Harrison, M.A., J.D. 
Mrs. Harrison is currently Co-
Director of the Slavery, History, 
Memory and Reconciliation Project 
for the Society of Jesus. She 
worked many years as teacher, 
campus minister and Director of 
Mission Integration at her alma 
mater and our Salesian sister 
school Visitation Academy in St. 
Louis, MO. She is a graduate of 
Dartmouth College, Saint Louis 
University Law School, and 
Aquinas Institute of Theology.

Fr. Depcik is Deaf Chaplain for the 
Archdiocese of Detroit. He also 
offers retreats around the world in 
American, Australian, French and 
British sign language and 
evangelizes online through his 
website: www.frmd.org.  Fr. 
Depcik joined the Oblates in 1994 
and  earned degrees from  SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Seminary and 
Gallaudet University. He is one of 
only thirteen Deaf-born priests in 
the world today.

Fr. Mike Depcik, OSFS, M.A., M.Div.

Unidiversity DaySFSSFS
April 22, 2021April 22, 2021
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The St. Francis de Sales hockey 

program overcame a wealth of 
uncertainty and obstacles to claim 
the 2021 State Championship for 
the program and school commu-
nity. What was seen as a dream 

for these players became a reality on Sunday at 
the Ice Haus in Nationwide Arena. The Knights 
defeated #1 ranked Lakewood St. Edward 2-1 
in a highly contested game to become the 2021 
OHSAA Ice Hockey State Champions. The vic-
tory gives the hockey program their 3rd State 

Hockey State ChampionsHockey State Champions
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Hockey State ChampionsHockey State Champions
Title after winning in 2011, 2015, and now 
2021. The championship gives SFS their 
28th State Championship in school history.

Prior to the State Championship game on 
Sunday, the Knights defeated Walsh Jesuit 
7-2 in the State Semifinals. The Knights 
got off to an early 3-0 lead in the first with 
senior Riley Box scoring 2 goals and senior 
Luc Kuhr adding another. Just minutes into 
the 2nd period Walsh Jesuit put away 2 
goals to cut the Knights lead to 3-2. From 
there the Knights controlled the game and 
added onto their lead with two penalty shot 
goals. One scored by Box to give him a 
hat trick on the day and another by senior 
Devon Homier that gave him his second 
goal of the game. The Knights went into 
the 3rd with a 6-2 lead. The lead then grew 
to 7-2 after Jacob Myers scored on a 2 v 1 
break. Senior Nick Mack finished the game 
with 4 assists.

The State Championship game on Sunday 
was a hard fought battle between the top 2 
teams in the state. The Knights took a 1-0 
lead in the 1st after the senior duo of Nick 
Mack and Devon Homier capitalized on 
the power play. Mack put a pass cross-ice 
and Homier buried the one timer under the 
glove of the St. Edward goalie to give the 
Knights the lead. The Knights held onto 

the 1-0 after the 1st and 2nd periods due 
to the outstanding goaltending from junior 
Jackson Smalley and superb defensive 
play by the entire squad. Smalley finished 
the game with 27 saves. Just over a min-
ute into the 3rd period St. Edward tied the 
game at 1. The Knights then responded 
with their 2nd power play goal of the game 
after Luc Kuhr fired a shot from the point 
that hit off the crossbar and found the back 
of the net to give the Knights a 2-1 lead. 
The Knights defense came up huge includ-
ing big saves from Smalley in the closing 
minutes to give the Knights the 2-1 victory.

The Knight Hockey team finished off the 
season with a 22-0-1 run. Their last loss 
came on December 28th. During that run, 
the Knights outscored their opponents 
106-25.

After being denied the chance to compete 
in last years Frozen Four due to the cur-
rent global pandemic, the Knights were 
determined all season long to finish what 
could’ve been. The Knights did just that 
and are now State Champions. Congratu-
lations to the SFS Hockey program and 
everyone involved in making this season 
happen!
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KNIGHT

A KNIGHT FOR A DAY. A BROTHERHOOD FOR LIFE.Top academics. Championship athletics. 
Clubs and activities that encourage you 
to be who you are. Discover first-hand 
how St. Francis delivers all that and more 
– be a Knight for a Day! 

 
BE A KNIGHT FOR A DAY. 
SCHEDULING IS EASY!  
• Call Brenda Skinner at 419.214.5425 
• Email admissions@sfsknights.org
• Download the St. Francis de Sales    
   app on your smart phone!*
• Visit sfsknights.org

*Standard data rates may apply

KNIGHTBE A

FOR A DAY

FOLLOW ST. FRANCIS DE SALES SCHOOL


